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Gray’s Inn, Fan. 19, 17546 
Locus eft et pluribus umbris. Hor. 


% HE following Letter is wrote with fuch a 
~ Vein of Candor and Tafte, that I cannot 
: \} with-hold it from the Public this Day. Iam 
> eee !Y highly obliged to the Author for fo ingenious 
Dod s a Piece, and fhall be elad to know by : a Line 
ak, 57 to the Printer hereof, where I may direct to 
PECHyS) ie him, as I fhould be proud to cultivate a 
Oat. Correfpondence with fo elegant a Critic. 
The Reader will judge of the Matter for 
himfelf, and upon a future Occafion I fhall offer fome further Con- 
fiderations on this Subject, and will only hint for the prefent, that 
I hope it will not be any Detriment to me, that I publifh a genteel 
Performance, which is, in fome Meafure, againft what I have ad- 
vanced. JI flatter myfelf I fhall not have Reafon to be forry for 
admitting fim into my Province, and to fay with the Poet, 


Et Regni Demens in parte vocavt. Virc. 







To Cuartes Rancer, £/q; | 


SIR, 


Am perfuaded that to addrefs you in this Manner, under the 
Character of Mr. Ranger, needs no Apology; eipecially, when 
a Letter of this Kind goes from One, who, though a Stranger to 


yourfelf, has a Regard to your Reputation as an Author, 
Your 
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Your Paper of laft Saturday fets out -with.a Remark on the 4zé 
verturer’s Criticifm of King Lear, and you think he has miftaken 
the principal Idea in the old: King’s Mind during his State of Mad- 
nets ; after citing Lear’s Exclamation on the Ingratitude of his 
Daughters; youradd,. ‘* This might lead any; Man to the Caufeof 
“¢ Tear’s Madnefs,. without thinking: of the Refignation of his 
‘* Sceptre.” But certainly whoever confiders Lear’s Character : 
wich Attention, will from the very Paflage you quote, befide an | 
hundred others, think there is as much to be faid on the other Side 
the Queftion. Nor can I think that you have fo well eftablifh’d 
this Corner-ftone of the Madnefs,. as you hint in the Conclufion of : 
your Paper; it you mean by it totally to exclude the Affertion of 
the Critic in the Adventurer. ; | 

I have’ read with gfeat Pleafure’ feveral’ of the’ Remarks you 
‘make on the Speeches in Lea*, which are fuch as can arife only in 
the Mind of a Reader of Tafte; but I cannot agree that ‘“* He ' 
*¢ muft be unfeeling to the great Art of our Poet, who can look 
“* for any other Caufe of Dittrefs,” in the Madnets of the King, 
than the Ingratitude of his Daughters. 

I know not in- what Manner you-may treat the Remarks IF anr 
about to make, but I cari fineetely affure’'you, they are only’ itr 
tended- as’ Hints-to: yourfelf, on: a Subyeét which F think of fome 
Confequence to the Admirers of Shake/pear. 

The Adventurer was wanting,in juftice to the Poet, by mention- 

4 ing the Lofs of Royalty as the Caufe of Lear’s Madneis, without | 
taking-in at-the fame time the forcible Idea he muft have of the In- | 
oratitude of his two Daugh-ers ; and I think you alfo in the wrong, | 
in excluding; totally his Cpinion, What I purpofe. here is, to 
point out beth the Ideas working ftrongly in his Mind, and what 
the Author intended as conducive to the: Moral of his Play. 

No. Critic on Shake/pear can better explain the Characters he 
draws, than the Poet himfelf does in every Speech ; we not only 
fee what lis Perfons are during the Scene reprefented, but we are 
alfo made acquainted by iome nice Touches in each Play, what 
was their former Mode of thinking. and aéting ; and as no Poet 
ever underftood Nature better in the Operation of the Paffions, fo 
he always makes them fpeak and act in the higheft Conformity to 
their Characters. : 

LEAR’s Deportment and Sentiments in refpe& to his Daugh- | 
ters in the frft Act, and what Genera? fays of him to Regaw, mark. | 
very plainly his'Character, which is, that of a haughty, paffionate, 
inconftant, weak old Man. He does not refign his Authority to 
his Daughters fo much out of Love to them, as to eafe himfelf of 
the Cares of Government.—He retains the Name cf King with a 
fuitable Train of Attendants—He {till commands with his former 
Impetuofity of Temper, and is jéalous even of Trifles. This the 
ill-natur’d Character of the Daughters won’t bear, and they are in | 
Confultation in the moft undutiful and unbecoming Manner to de- 
prive him of his remaining Shew of Power: Their Behaviour. and 

Ingratitude foon appear, in the moft glaring Initances, and make : 

the old Kitg forely nfible, that he had given them Atrt.——~ 

Tue jefting of his Fool wholly turns upon his unkinging hirn- 
felf and retaining nothing, which Lear minutely attends to, and 
fays, ‘* A bitter Foot!=—«After Gorerill’s Propofal to reduce his 
Train 
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Train, he breaks out, ‘* Woe! that too late repents.’’—Then the 
Ingratitude of his Daughters and his own Folly deeply ftrike 


him, 





O Lear, Lear, Lear! 
Beat at this Gate that let thy Folly in,.. 


And thy dear Fudgment out. 
Afterwards he fays to Gonerill, 
Thou foalt find, 
That I'll refume the Shape which thou doftthink 
I have caft off for ever. Gon. Do you mark that ? 


In the next Scene, wrapt up in Thought, he fays, 


To take ’t again perforce!—Monftor Ingratitude ! 


In this Line the two Ideas are ftrongly blended, and the Loft of 
Power foremoft, for furely that was the obvious Reafon of the In- 
fults he had received ; if he had ftill been in Poffeffion, they would 
have continu’d to fprinkle him with Court Holy Water : The Fool, 
whofe Phrafe the laft is, fays, | 


Fathers that wear Rags, 

Do make their Children Bhnd; 
But Fathers that bear Bags, 
Shall fee their Children kind, &c. 


I must here take Notice of the different Tusn of Mind and 
the Colouring us’d by our Poet, and all good Writers, in diftin- 
guifhing the Characters of Men feemingly agitated by the fame 
Paffions. Lear’s Idea of his own Folly, in divefting himfelf of 
his Authority, is nicely and artfully diftinguifh’d by Shake/peur, 
from that Kind of Regret, which an imperious Man of another 
Character would feel from the Deprivation of Power.—He is full 
of the Lofs of his Dignity, only as it was the Occafion of the ill 
Treatment he met with, and not from a Thirft of Rule.——This 
Idea and that of the Ingratitude of his Daughters, which he feels 
as the Confequence of it, I cannot help thinking, are as clofely 
united in his Madnefs, as two Twigs twifted together, and one 
growing out of the other, of which the former is the ftronger. 

Wuewn he exclaims and reproaches his Daughters in that heart- 
piercing Scene of his Diftrefs on the Heath, he fays, 


| O Regan! O Gonerill! 
Your old kind Father! whofe frank Heart gave all— 
O that Way Madne/s lies—Let me fhun that— 
No more of that— 


On his Recollection that he gave all, he immediately fubjoins, 
«© © that Way Madnefs lies ; let me fhun that; no more of that, 
—i.e. Let me not think that I have been guilty of fo much Folly, 
as to have given a/l, and to fuch ungrateful Wretches. 

I xnow it will be infifted on by you, and may be by many 
others, that Lear makes ufe of the Sentiment of giving all, only 
to tax the Ingratitude of his Daughters in a higher Degree; but, 
perhaps, you may be convinc’d to a contrary Opinion, if you can 
be brought to allow, That the Moral cf this Play, is not to expofe 
the Ingratitude of Children, more than the Folly of Parents. his 
fame Folly of Parents is alfo touch’d with great Judgement in the 

Under- 
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Under-plot of Glo’ter, and the Character of Lear’s Daughters finely 
contrafted with that of Edgar; and confirm’d by the Behaviour of 
Edmund—lf we view this Epifode in this Light, we fhall fee that 
it has its Ufe, and is not fo foreign to the Purpofe of the Play, as 
the Critic in the Adventurer feems to think. 

Wuen Lear fees the Wretchednefs of Edgar, he purfues the 
fame Train of Reafoning which before poffeft him, and afks, 
“© Did’ft thou give all to thy Daughters? And art thou come to 
this ?”—And immediately after, 


What! Have bis Daughters brought him to this Pafs ? 
Could’t thou {ave nothing ?—did’ft thou give ’em all? 


Tus is agreeable to his Charaéter—~And from all that I have 
heard in common Life (for there are many Stories) of old weak 
Parents, who have acted much in the Manner of Lear, and to the 
Reproach of human Nature, have met with Ingratitude and Difo- 
bedience ; thefe, I fay, in their Feeling-hours of Diftrefs, are re- 
ported to have reproach’d themfelves with their Folly in crvinc 
ALL, as well as exclaim’d againft the Ingratitude of their Children. 

Tuere are many Characters, I doubt not, now in the World, 
who retain a Heap of Treafure, ufelefs to themfelves, from their 
Children, on no better Motives, than to infure their Duty and At- 
tention; and fome-who carry the Moral of this Play to a ridicu- 
lous Height, by denying their Children an Independance, merely 


on the fame Parity of Reafoning, without confidering the Dif-. 


ference between the Prudence of Parents and their Folly. 

I rorBEAR making any Quotations from Lear’s Speeches in his 
Madneis ; nor fhall I repeat what has been cited by the Critic in 
the Adventurer in fupport of his Affertion, which is partly my O- 
pinion. I think the Whole obvious enough, and that our immor- 
tal Poet, who had a perfect Knowledge of the Workings of the 
human Mind, has drawn doth the Ideas in Lear’s Madneis, agree- 
ably to the Reprefentation he has made of him in the firft Aét. 

Wuar I have hitherto faid, is intirely confin’d to the different 
Opinions of you and the Adventurer; nor do.I expect that you 
fhall alter your Opinion in Conformity to my Judgment.—Let a 
diligent Examination of the Play determine you in the future Cri- 
ticiims you intend to give the Public on this Subject. 

Wuar has often occur’d to me, and what has been faid by you 
and many great Geniuffes, only ferve to convince me of the Diffi- 
culty of any one Man’s fucceeding in a perfect Criticifm on Shake- 
fpear , at leaft, I have Reafon to think fo, from what I have feen 
of the feveral Attempts that have been already made by different 
Editors and Commentators from the Time of Mr. Rowe, to the 
mangled Condition our Poet was thrown into by Mr. Warburton, 
and others. 

SeveraAL Perfons have fucceeded in illuftrating many of the 
Characters he draws, and have pointed out to public Notice, ma- 
ny of his latent Beauties; but, I believe, there is fcarce ene Man 
elive (to fpeak in the Stile of a very extraordinary Addrefs to a 
great Man, in lait Saturday’s Infpector) who is even capable of calling 
al! bis Beauties by thew proper Names, much lefs of exhibiting them 
all with Advantage to the Public; whofe Property they new are, if 
they will acquire a Tafle to enjoy ’em. 

I can’r 
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I can’r forbear mentioning the Obligation which the Public 
has‘to the Genius of Garrick, wha has exhibited with great Luftre 
many of the moft fhining Strokes of Shakefpear’s amazing Art ; 
and may be juftly ftiled (as he was once call’d by you) his beft 
Commentator: Not that I imagine. he is always perfe¢ét Mafter of 
Shake/pear’s Manner of thinking, or can relifh a// his Beauties; but 
‘tis:certain, he has done him more Juftice by: his Manner of playing 
his principal Characters, than any Editor has. yet done by a 
Publication. 

I suaut conclude with the fame Freedom as I’ began, by de- 
firing you will confider my Manner of treating this Subject, as 
the crude Hints, of a friendly Letter, and not as an Effay on the - 
Subject in. Difpute. 


pe ail, Sir, 


Your moft obedient Servant, 


Lincoln’ s-Inn, Fa- 7 G D: 
. . ° 


nuary \5, 1754. 


et st, Ett ta hide ah atdhatumauhahahahataahabobtadabotstadedudaton, laser tos 
TRUE FNTELLIGENCE. 


Zo Crarnes Rancer, F/G, 


Dear RANGERs, 


ny S you area Friend and am Advocate for the Ladies, beg you: will take 
#% jato Confideration, that when a Lady is neatly drefféd and: walking abroad 
in a Morning, fhe fhall be abruptly furprized with, ** By your Leave; “the 
Confequence, of which is, fhe muft either ftep up: 2 dirty Door, or be joftled 
into the Street; and what is ftill worfe, this may happen, when, perhaps, a 
Gentleman ig admiting how clean fhe walks, and all ofa fudden, and to her 
unfpeakable Mortification, her Stockings fhall be fplafhed unmercifully. his 
Mr. Ranger, in a Girl of Spirit, mutt occafion great Uneafinels, as; ié is. m0 
uncommon Thing for Ladies te get Hufbands by a nimble Steps, a clean 
Heel, a white Hand, and a fine Shape. Tho” the laf of them, begins to. be 
out of Fafhion. As I live and breath, if you don’t redwef& this ieemen: 
I fhall not think yowa right Woman's Man, order the Chairmen te.tarn, out 
themfelves, and bid the Brutes fhew alittle: Refpect ta eur facred Sex, on 
there will be no fuch Thing as appearing abroad. I am told that. are Grand. 
mother got an Hufband by a clean Heel, amd E hope ta have the fame fuccew, 
not without your Affiftance, which if it fucceeds you will very much oblige, 


York- Buildings, Your Friend, &c. 
Fan. 15, 17543 Regecca Licutroor, 


From my. Regifter-Offce, Jan. 19, 1754. 


The above Complaint of Mifs Lightfoct is fo well grounded, that I thal! 
proceed againft Cfrenders in this Particular as feverely, as againft the Hackney- 
Coach- 


pride Snip AMEN CR agate ne eee EM ese TS Ee 
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Coachmen, unlefs both fhould pay a. proper ;Deefrence to our Commands ; 
and I have therefore ordered the proper Officers of the Cenforial Court to 
tak¢ up and bring to Juftice, all fuch Chairmen as fhall dare Difcommode 


the Ladies for the Future. 


From Mr. Hardham’s Snuff: Joop in Fleet-ftreet. 


Befides the Right Dramatic Strafburgh, mentioned in our Jaft, Mr. Hard- 
ara Shas: lately laid-in a,Store of various Kinds of Snuff, which are acm 
knowledged to poflefs feveral excellent Qualities, and are a fovereign Remedy 
for all Diforders in the Head, as;can_be attefted by many eminent Critics, 
who have experienced the fame. His Right Orthodox Snuff expels the noxious 
Vapours arifing from Theatrical Parties, and inftantly enables the Taker to 
diftinguifh, genuine Merit in an Aor from falfe Fire, and mechanic Imita- 
tion. He has Snuff very proper to be taken at a new Play, as it. totally ob- 
{tructs the petulant Senfations of Pleature arifing from a malevolent Hits ; he 
alfo enlivens the Spirits for Comedy, and compofes them for Tragedy ; pre- 
vents the ill Effects of a dull Writer, or a foporific Actor. In fhort, he 
fharpens the Difcernment of a Critic, opens his Intellects, gives him fome 
Degree of «Tafte, and renders him fit for his Profeffion, or, as Horace ex- 
preiles it, emund?e naris, and raifes agreeable Images in the Fancy of every 
one who chufes to take his pungent Grain of titillating Du/t. 


-< a* 


Covent-Garden, Jan, 19. 


Mrs. Gregory. who appeared here in the Chara&ter of Hermione, continues 
to rife in Reputation, every Night, and never fails to draw a numerous 
Audience. ILlook upon it.to be a peculiar Degree of Merit to adventure on 
the Stage unheard-of and unknown, without Friends, and without any Kind 
of Party in her Favour; with thefe Difadvantages to extort the general 
Applaufe, and be in every Scene the moft confpieuous Figure, tho’ perform- 
ing with practifed and experienced Players, is the Mark of an uncommon 
Genius. She is perfectly Miftrefs of graceful Deportment, natural and fen- 
fible Elocutioa, anda’ Conformity to Nature, without any Trick or 
Affe@tation. Every Caft of her Eye, every Attitude, and every Motion of her 
Arts throughout her Part, are all in Charaéter, and there is no Reafon to 
doubt, but fhe will be a very confiderable Addition to the Theatre. 


| | Drury-Lane, Jan. 19. 

The excellent. Comedy of Love for Love has been revived Here this Week, 
the humorous and diverting Part of Ben, the Sailor, was performed with great 
Pleafantry by Mr. Foote, who fhewted by his Manner and his Looks, that he 
has entered into the Secret of the Character, tho’ it was-vifible at the fame 
‘Time, that his Powers were greatly fupprefled by his Sollicitude for his firft 
Appearance in a new Character. It may be faid of Mifs Mackin, though 
perhaps better qualified for fpirited genteel Comedy, that fhe acquitted 
herfelf with great Applaufe in a Part in which Mrs. Clive has difplayed fo 
mafiy inimitable Strokes of Humour. — . 


e _ 
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